
  

                                                 
 
 

BOSTON PHILANTHROPISTS NANCY & EDWARD ROBERTS  
TO BE HONORED AT SPEAKEASY’S 2019 SPRING GALA 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                       FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
February 21, 2019                                                        Jim Torres 617.529.1670 
 

(BOSTON) – SpeakEasy Stage Company will honor Boston philanthropists Nancy and Edward 
Roberts for their sustained and passionate support of the arts at the company’s 2019 Spring Gala, to be 
held Friday, April 5 from 6:00-9:30 p.m. at the Revere Hotel Boston Common.   

 

Mr. and Mrs. Roberts will receive the company’s Mayor Thomas M. Menino Memorial Award 
for Inspired Support of the Arts in Boston. The award was established by SpeakEasy Stage in 2015 to 
honor the late mayor’s legacy and commitment to the arts in Boston. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Roberts share a tremendous passion for theatre, music, and visual art and have been 
supporters of the arts in Boston for decades. Nancy has served as a member of SpeakEasy’s Board of 
Directors for the past eight years, and Ed has been an invaluable advisor to the company over the last 
decade. They are also the benefactors of the Nancy and Edward Roberts Studio Theatre, which is 
SpeakEasy’s artistic home in the Stanford Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston Center for the Arts.   

 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts also support many arts and academic organizations throughout New 

England, including Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, the Huntington Theatre Company, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Lesley University, and a number of organizations in both the White Mountains of 
New Hampshire and Palm Beach, Florida.  

 
In addition to their philanthropic contributions, Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have made significant 

contributions in their professions. Ed is the David Sarnoff Professor of Management of Technology at 
MIT, where he shares his talents as an expert in advanced technology management and entrepreneurship, 
a serial high-tech entrepreneur, and a leading angel investor. Nancy was formerly a faculty member at 
Lesley University, where she founded the Master’s program in Technology in Education and was known 
as a pioneer in the utilization of emerging technologies in classrooms. 
   

“SpeakEasy Stage is thrilled to honor both Nancy and Edward Roberts as true friends of both the 
arts and Boston artists,” said SpeakEasy Stage Company Founder and Producing Artistic Director Paul 
Daigneault in announcing the honorees.   

 
“Throughout their many years of service, both Nancy and Edward have advocated for and 

demonstrated the power of the arts to change lives and build healthy, vibrant communities,” Daigneault 
added. “Thus,we are excited to honor them both with the company’s own Mayor Thomas M. Menino 
Memorial Award, given annually for Inspired Support of the Arts in Boston.”  

 
Tickets to SpeakEasy Stage Company’s 2019 Spring Gala, which includes the award ceremony, 

are now on sale. Tickets are $275 and include a cocktail reception, open bar, seated dinner, silent auction, 
and live performances by Boston’s top musical theatre performers.  Sponsorships are also available.   
 

For more information, the public can call SpeakEasy Stage Development Operations and Special 
Events Manager Alex Lonati at 617-482-3279 or visit www.SpeakEasyStage.com/gala . 

 
(more) 

http://www.speakeasystage.com/gala
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About Nancy Roberts 

 
Nancy Roberts recently retired from Lesley College, where she was a Professor of Education for 

40 years and focused on advancing technology in education. Early on, she founded the graduate program 
for Technology in Education, to introduce the use of computers to K-12 students and teachers – the first 
of its kind in the U.S. She also developed the first online Master’s Degree program in the country and 
wrote eight books about applying computers to various aspects of education. She then built several 
innovative programs based at Lesley, educating teachers for complex urban settings, helping older 
professionals who wanted to change careers and become teachers, and supporting young teachers in their 
first years in the schools. In addition to SpeakEasy, Nancy currently serves on the board of the Boston 
Center for Adult Education and previously served on the board of Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts.   
 

 
About Edward Roberts 
      
          Edward Roberts is the David Sarnoff Professor of Management of Technology, and the founder, 
chair, and faculty director of the Martin Trust Center for MIT Entrepreneurship at the MIT Sloan School 
of Management. He is an expert in advanced technology management and entrepreneurship, a serial high-
tech entrepreneur, and a leading angel investor. He has authored more than 160 articles and 11 books 
while also making an impact as an entrepreneur – founding, directing, and investing in numerous 
emerging technology companies, including Medical Information Technology, Sohu.com in China, 
Common Angels, and Zero Stage Capital. He has also served for decades on the board of the North 
Country Chamber Players and in various roles for Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston. 

 
 
The Roberts Philanthropy  
      

In addition to their generous support of SpeakEasy Stage, Nancy and Edward Roberts also support the 
arts beyond the BCA block in the South End.  Here in Boston, they are also supporters of the Huntington 
Theatre Company and the Museum of Fine Arts, where they established the Edward and Nancy Roberts 
Family Gallery. Near their second home in the northern New Hampshire, they support the Weathervane 
Theatre and North Country Chamber Players.   And in Palm Beach, Florida, where they spend much of 
the winter, they are members of the Norton Museum of Art and the Society for the Four Arts.  

 
Nancy and Ed are also philanthropists in the education world and have been deeply involved in the 

two local universities, Lesley College and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where they have 
respectively spent their careers.  
 

(more) 
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About the Mayor Thomas M. Menino Memorial Award  
 

The Mayor Thomas M. Menino Memorial Award for Inspired Support of the Arts in Boston was 
established by SpeakEasy Stage in 2015 to honor the late mayor’s legacy and commitment to the arts in 
Boston. Presented posthumously to Mayor Menino and accepted by wife Angela Menino at the 
company’s 2015 gala, SpeakEasy Stage decided to further mark his achievement by establishing this 
award in his honor and presenting it annually to those who share his spirit and commitment to the arts.  

 
Previous recipients of this award include 
 
2015 - Mayor Thomas M. Menino (posthumously)  
2016 – Tufts Professor Barbara Grossman and Former MA Treasurer Steven Grossman  
2017 – Actress/Educator Lovely Hoffman and Boston Philanthropist Samuel Yin 
2018 – Boston Actor Thomas Derrah (posthumously)  

 
 
About SpeakEasy Stage Company  
 
 

Now in its 28th Season, SpeakEasy Stage Company is a Boston-based, not-for-profit 
professional theatre company in residence at the Stanford Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston 
Center for the Arts,  Over the years, the company has established a reputation for presenting high-
quality productions of cutting-edge contemporary plays and musicals that have yet to play the city. 
 

As a mission-driven organization, SpeakEasy exists to connect Boston audiences and artists 
by producing relevant, intimate, and surprising theatre. 
  

• We are passionate about staging Boston premieres and championing local talent. 
• We lead a courageous, compassionate and open-hearted theatre community, which    
develops local talent and reflects the vibrancy and diversity of our city. 
• We value collaboration, responsibility, courage, respect, inclusion, joy, and excellence. 

 
Founded in 1992, the company has emerged as a leader in Greater Boston's theatre 

community and a cornerstone of the arts and culture scene in Boston's South End neighborhood.  
SpeakEasy hosts artist forums to engage our audiences in dialogue about the important issues in 
our productions. Through dialogue with playwrights, directors, actors, and designers, we continue 
to expand the role of theatre as a catalyst for conversation and for the advancement of equality, 
compassion, and community building 
 

(more) 
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About Paul Daigneault 
 
 Paul Daigneault is the Producing Artistic Director and founder of SpeakEasy Stage Company.  
 
             He received his BA in English and Theatre from Boston College in 1987. He subsequently 
studied directing with Bob Moss, founder of Off-Broadway's Playwrights Horizons. While in New York 
City, Paul worked as the Education Coordinator and Assistant Production Manager at Second Stage 
Theatre. It was Second Stage's intimate setting that inspired Paul's vision for SpeakEasy. 
  
 In 1992, Paul returned to Boston and founded SpeakEasy Stage Company to fill the need for fresh 
and innovative programming in Boston's theatre community and to provide greater opportunities for 
Boston-area artists. He set out to demand the best from Boston artists while at the same time creating a 
positive work atmosphere where artists felt safe enough to put forth their best. The fulfillment of this 
vision is apparent in the number of artists who consistently return to SpeakEasy. Paul's vision includes the 
belief that the best theatre comes from relationships and communication. He seeks to nurture Boston 
directors, designers, and actors by giving them the opportunity to work directly with the playwrights and 
composers of SpeakEasy's mainstage shows.   
  

This season, Paul directed SpeakEasy's production of Fun Home and will direct the company’s 
upcoming New England premiere production of The View UpStairs. His directing highlights from past 
seasons at SpeakEasy include: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time; Significant Other; The 
Scottsboro Boys Dogfight; Violet; Big Fish; Mothers & Sons; and The Color Purple.  

 
Paul teaches Junior Musical Theater at The Boston Conservatory at Berklee.  
 
In 2014, Paul was honored with the Elliot Norton Prize for Sustained Excellence.  
 
In 2007, Paul was honored with the Boston College Arts Council's Alumni Award for 

Distinguished Achievement, and in 2011-2012, served as the Rev. J. Donald Monan, S.J., Professor in 
Theatre Arts at Boston College. 

 
Paul previously served on Board of the ICU Patient & Family Advisory Council at Beth Israel 

Deaconess Medical Center  
 

 
(more) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

  
 
 
Calendar Listing Information 
 

SpeakEasy Stage Company’s 2019 Spring Gala 
A benefit for SpeakEasy Stage Company  
 
On Friday, April 5, 2019, over 250 artists, donors, and volunteers will gather to celebrate SpeakEasy 
Stage Company, one of the city’s most accomplished and cherished resident theatre companies. The 
evening will include a special award presentation to Nancy and Edward Roberts for their generous 
support and championing of the arts in Boston. The evening will also include a cocktail reception, open 
bar, seated dinner, silent auction, and live performances by some of Boston’s top musical theatre 
performers. 
 
Date:    Friday, April 5, 2019 
 
Time:     6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
 
Location:     Revere Hotel Boston Common 
    200 Stuart Street 

Boston, Massachusetts  
 

Honorees:  Boston Philanthropists Nancy and Edward Roberts 
 
SpeakEasy Board Chair: Alexander Baker  

 
Schedule of Events:  5:30 p.m. – Event Check-In 

6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m. – Cocktail Reception 
    7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. – Seated Dinner, Award Presentation, & Entertainment  

 
Ticket Prices:  $275 per person  

 
To Purchase Tickets: On sale now.  Call 617-482-3279 or visit www.SpeakEasyStage.com/gala to 

order on or after that date. 
 
Web Address:   www.SpeakEasyStage.com/gala 
 

 
Press inquiries only should be directed to SpeakEasy Marketing Director Jim Torres: 
Office:  617-482-3279; Cell:  617-529-1670; Email:  JimTorres@SpeakEasyStage.com 
 

### 

http://www.speakeasystage.com/gala
http://www.speakeasystage.com/gala
mailto:JimTorres@SpeakEasyStage.com
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